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On behalf of the Transportation Trades Department, AFL-CIO (TTD) I want to thank you
for the opportunity to testify this morning on the Transportation Workers Identification
Credential (TWIC) and specifically on its application to port, maritime and related
workers. TTD consists of 31 member unions, including those that represent thousands of
longshore, maritime, rail and other workers who work in and around port facilities and
who will be directly affected by the NPRM recently issued by the Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) and the Coast Guard.! In addition, TTD directly participated in the
regulatory proceeding that implemented the threat assessments and background checks
for Hazmat truck drivers and continues to work with our aviation unions to address
concerns that have been raised in that mode of transportation. And finally, we understand
that TSA has an interest in eventually extending the TWIC program to other modes of
transportation and thus our unions not directly covered by the NPRM have a vested
interest in this issue. So again, thank for the opportunity to share our views and concerns.

At the outset, let me state clearly that no one wants to secure our nation’s ports and other
transportation assets more than the men and women represented by our affiliated unions.
Our members are on the front-lines and they will be the ones first affected in the event
that a terrorist attack is carried out using or attacking our nation’s transportation system.
We also understand that access control procedures, including the use of tamper-resistant
identification cards, is part of this effort and we support initiatives to identify and bar
individuals who pose a terrorism security risk from working in security-sensitive
transportation jobs.

With that said, any TWIC program must strike the right balance — it must enhance the
security of our transportation system, but must also preserve the legitimate rights of
workers and not unduly infringe on the free flow of commerce. In short, the TWIC
program must provide workers with basic due process rights, including a meaningful

! Attached is a complete list of TTD affiliated unions.
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